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Dear Resident:

The City of Long Beach is located on a barrier island subject 
to flooding and storm events. You are receiving this newsletter 
because the city has been repetitively flooded in the past.

In 2009, the Federal Emergency Management Association 
(FEMA) issued new floodplain maps to the City of Long Beach 
that reflect the current flood risks to homeowners. These 
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) represent flood zone 
boundaries of a community, and, because we are a barrier 
island, virtually all of Long Beach is considered a Special Flood 
Hazard Area (SFHA).   

FEMA set up the Community Rating System (CRS), a point  
system that helps to reduce flood insurance premiums and 
rewards communities that undertake floodplain activities 
beyond the requirements of the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP).  The City has invested in capital infrastructure, 
natural floodplain protection, construction of comprehensive 
flood defenses along both the ocean and bay, and significant 
flood and disaster preparedness outreach programs to 
residents.

Long Beach is rated as a Class 7 community, resulting in a 
15% premium discount automatically applied to eligible flood 
insurance premiums within the City of Long Beach. 

In order to maintain the discount,  the City has developed a 
Floodplain Management Plan (FMP) to plan for and work to 
mitigate flooding in the City.  The FMP, which will continue to 
be updated, documents the City’s vulnerability to the flood 
hazard and its strategy to reduce that vulnerability. The City 
is currently undergoing an audit which could result in further 
savings for residents.

This newsletter provides information that can protect your 
home and your family in the event of a flood.  It provides 
tips on emergency planning, flood proofing, and other safety 
measures you can take now so that you are prepared in 
advance of a flood event. For more information on flood 
management planning and emergency preparedness, please 
visit longbeachny.gov/flood. 

Sincerely, 
The Long Beach City Council
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Bayfront bulkhead project is underway.

1. Sign up for the City’s Community 
Notification System. We can’t inform 
you, if we can’t reach you. The system  
sends a message to every registered 
home and business to warn of an 
impending storm, flood, evacuation, or 
other emergency situation. To register, 
visit www.longbeachny.gov/notifications 
or call (516) 705-7415. 
		
2. Don’t wait for the next flood to buy 
insurance protection. Often, there is a 30-
day waiting period before National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) coverage 
takes effect. Homeowners’ insurance 
policies do not cover damage from 
floods. However, because our community 
participates in the (NFIP), you can 
purchase a separate flood insurance 
policy. This insurance is backed by the 
Federal government and is available 
to everyone, even properties that have 
been flooded. Because our community 
participates in the Community Rating 
System (CRS) you will receive a reduction 
in the insurance premium. For questions 
about flood insurance or more information, 
contact the Building Department. 

3. Consider permanent flood protection 
measures such as elevating your home. 

Check with the Building Department on the extent of past flooding in your area. 
Department staff can tell you about the causes of repetitive flooding, what the City 
is doing about it, and what would be an appropriate flood protection level. The staff 
can visit your property to discuss flood protection alternatives. Prepare for flooding 
by doing the following: 

Some flood protection measures may 
require a building permit and others may 
not be safe for your type of building. 
To request information on property 
protection measures or to request a site 
visit, contact the Building Department. 
There are Federal grant opportunities 
that may assist with elevating your 
building above the flood level. These 
grant opportunities and funding are 
not guaranteed.  NFIP flood insurance 
policies include an Increased Cost of 
Compliance funding source that can be 
used to elevate your structure. 

The City of Long Beach has building 
permit design and requirements. Do 
not start work without contacting the 
Building Department first. Properties out 
of compliance with building codes can 
result in higher flood insurance premiums 
as well as impact life safety measures 
enforced by proper design and permitting. 
To contact the Building Department, call  
516-431-1005.

4. Do your research. The Long Beach 
Public Library has FEMA publications at 
the reference desk. 

TIPS FOR LIVING IN A
FLOOD HAZARD AREA

RESOURCES
FEMA Home Page  www.fema.gov
National Flood Insurance Program  www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart
American Red Cross  www.redcross.org/services/disaster
The Weather Channel  www.weather.com/nyc
City of Long Beach www.longbeachny/gov/lbready



DRAINAGE SYSTEM MANAGEMENT
The drainage system is maintained by the City of 
Long Beach Sewer Maintenance Department. If your 
property is located near a storm drain, make sure 
that it is not clogged with leaves and other debris as 
streets cannot drain properly when drains are clogged.  
Do not dump in storm drains, beaches, canals, or the 
Reynolds Channel as this can worsen flooding and 
damage the environment. 

The City in cooperation with the Town of Hempstead coordinates 
the Stop Throwing Out Pollutants (S.T.O.P) program. This program is 
available for residents to help ensure proper collection and disposal of 
trash and hazardous material and prevent these harmful things from 
entering our waterways. S.T.O.P. takes place on Sunday, April 27, 2025.
Learn more at longbeachny.gov/stop.

It is important that you report any kind of dumping or other conditions 
which are interfering with the proper functioning of this system. Report 
all incidents to the LBPD, Department of Public Works or the Building 
Department. Violators will be subject to fines.  

1. Visit longbeachny.gov/lbready for preparedness information and to 
sign up for the City of Long Beach Community Notification Program. 

2. Establish a personal emergency plan. Make sure all members of your 
household are familiar with it, including your children. Evaluate your plan 
yearly and update accordingly. With the exception of guide dogs and 
other certified companion animals, Red Cross shelters will not allow 
pets. Visit RedCross.org for information about preparing your home and 
family for a disaster.
   
3. Be ready to evacuate at least 18 hours before the storm is expected 
to hit. Pre-storm tides and flooding can cut off routes of escape. Know 
the evacuation routes out of Long Beach. Staging areas will be set for 
residents to wait for Public Transportation during an evacuation: West 
School, Maryland Avenue, East School, Neptune Boulevard, and City Hall, 
1 West Chester Street. Flooding takes place year-round.

4. Make sure your vehicle has a full tank of gas. Avoid flood damage to 
your vehicle and know your vehicle insurance coverage. When safe, move 
your vehicle to higher ground.

5. Prepare an emergency supply kit; this should include an adequate 
supply of water since local water systems may be damaged.  Have a 
supply of non-perishable foods such as canned meat or fish, crackers,  
peanut butter, special diet foods, juice, a manual can opener, battery 
operated radio, flashlights, and a fresh supply of batteries.  

6. Prepare a first aid kit with a 1-2 week supply of your prescription 
medication.

7. Prepare your property. Know how to shut off the electricity and gas 
to your home.  If you have to evacuate, shut off all electrical circuits at 
the main. Shut off the water service and gas valves at each appliance. If 
possible, move appliances and furniture to a higher level.  Secure outdoor 
furniture and structures so that they don’t become deadly missiles in 
hurricane winds. Secure boats and floats with additional lines. Lock the 
doors to your home or business.

8. Make a list of emergency numbers. Put insurance policies, valuable 
papers, medicines, etc. in a safe place. Evaluate what important papers 
you should take with you such as medical records, ID, etc.  If you have 

been evacuated, you may need ID in order to return to your property.

9. Businesses must also establish a plan and fully train their employees. 
Those with special conditions or hazards must be fully advised of potential 
problems so to safeguard lives, & protect businesses, and the community .

10. After the storm has passed, many dangers may be left behind.  The 
most important thing is to be alert and follow any instructions that are 
given to you by emergency personnel.

11. TURN AROUND, DON’T DROWN! Flood waters include sewer backup, 
chemicals, insects, debris, & more. Stay out of flood waters. Since drowning 
is the number one cause of death during a flood, you should be very 
careful walking through flooded areas.  Six inches of flowing water can 
knock you off your feet. If you are in standing water, use a stick to help 
you keep your footing. 

12. Do not drive through flooded areas.  More people drown in their cars 
than anywhere else. Don’t drive around barriers; they are there for a reason. 
It might look safe but it wouldn’t be there unless a hazard is present.
   
13.  Stay away from power lines and electrical wires.  The number two 
flood killer after drownings is electrocution.  Electrical currents can travel 
through water.  Report any downed wires to PSEG LI.
 
14.  Look before you step. After a flood, the ground and floor are covered 
with debris including broken glass, nails, etc. Use caution. 

15.  Be alert for gas leaks. Don’t smoke or use candles, lanterns or open 
flames, especially in areas which have not been well ventilated.  

16.  If your building or home has been declared unsafe or if you have been 
advised not to enter it for any reason, you must comply. 

17. Most people are aware of the threat of flooding since it often occurs 
during some moon tides. If you live in the flood zone but have never 
experienced flooding, don’t feel that these warnings are not for you. 
Computer predictions have shown that the storm surge during a major 
storm could bring the floodwater above Sunrise Highway. We can save 
lives and properties by being prepared.  Even if your property doesn’t flood 
you still might have to evacuate if public services such as water, electric, 
gas etc. cannot be provided. 

1.  Most houses 
can be raised so 
that the lowest 
floor is above the 
flood protection 

level. The building department can 
show you examples of raised homes.

2. Install floodwalls which are properly 
designed to resist water pressure and 
are of sufficient height. 

3. Dry floodproofing means sealing 
a building to keep floodwaters out. 
Walls are coated, openings are closed 
permanently or temporarily sealed 
with a removable shield or sandbags.

4.  Wet floodproofing means modifying 
a building so that the floodwaters 
will cause only minimal damage to 
the building and contents. Install 
flood vents to allow floodwaters 

PROPERTY PROTECTION METHODS
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into the building to counter the 
pressure on the outside walls.

5. Make sure that the professional you 
hire has demonstrated an expertise in 
this type of work.  Building permits 
must be obtained prior to all work.  
Also, the NFIP requires that if the 
cost of reconstruction, rehabilitation, 
addition or other improvements to 
a building equals or exceeds 50% 
of the building’s market value, then 
the building must meet the same 
construction requirements as a new 
building. Substantially damaged 
buildings must also be brought 
up to the same standards (e.g., a 
residence damaged so that the cost 
of repairs equals or exceeds 50% 
of the building’s value before it was 
damaged, must be elevated above 
the base flood elevation).  


