Long Beach Is Still At Risk

As we have all seen, FEMA has identified all of the City of Long Beach

as a Special Flood Hazard Area. This means that there is a 1% chance in

any given year that all or part of the city could experience flooding 3 to
8 feet deep. The City encourages all citizens to understand the risk so
that they can be better prepared for flooding. You can start by taking
some time to consider and find answers to the following questions
about flood risk to your own home:

e How deep can flood water get at my home?

e What is at risk in my home below that level?

e How can I reduce flood risk?

¢ How would I pay for flood damage, or for measures to reduce
damage?

e AmlIinsured?

The City of Long Beach Building Department can help you answer
these questions. Stop by the Department’s offices for assistance or
call 431-1000, ext. 1005.

Get the Word on Impending Floods

Make sure you're aware when a flood is on the way by signing up

for the City of Long Beach Swift911 emergency notification system.
Swift911 transmits a message to every home and business in a
targeted area to warn of impending storms, floods, evacuations and
other emergencies. To sign up, visit longbeachny.gov or call 431-1000,
ext. 7105, and leave your name, street address and telephone number.
A staff person will contact you to confirm your information. We also
encourage you to download the new “Long Beach Response” mobile
app, available for both iOS and Android.
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Is Your Home Insured?

Did you know that standard
homeowner's insurance does not cover
losses caused from flooding?¢ However,
because the City of Long Beach
participates in the National Flood
Insurance Program, you can purchase
a separate flood insurance policy. This
insurance, backed by the federal
government, is available to everyone. If
you have a federally backed
mortgage, you are required to have this
insurance. The City currently
participates in the Community Rating
System Program, and because of this, if
you have flood insurance, you are
already receiving a 10% discount.

If you don’t have flood insurance, talk
to your insurance agent. Don’t wait until
you think a flood is coming. There is a
45-day waiting period on new flood
insurance policies.

Everyone knows that floods damage property, but

many don’t recognize that floods can harm people too.

Super Storm Sandy caused over $68 billion in damage
and killed at least 286 people around the region,
thankfully none in Long Beach. Drowning is the top
cause of deaths during a flood. Always be careful
walking through flooded areas. Six inches of flowing
water can knock you off your feet. If you are in

standing water, use a stick to help you keep your
footing.

The number two flood killer after drowning is
electrocution caused by downed wires. Stay away from
power lines and electrical wires. Electrical currents can
travel through water. Report any downed wires to the
power authority.



Always be generally cautious after a flood: the
ground and floors may be covered with debris,
including broken glass, nails, etc., and muddy

floors and stairs can be slippery.

Consider Long-Term Mitigation

FEMA identifies repetitive loss properties as any
property that has had two or more flood
insurance claims paid in excess of $1,000 in any
10-year period since 1978. There are over 900
such properties in the City of Long Beach.

If you have flood risk at your home, consider the

following long-term options to mitigate that risk:

e Elevate your home.

e Elevate the belongings in your home that are
at risk.

e Consider flood-proofing measures.

e Abandon your basement.

e Provide sewer back-flow prevention.

The City of Long Beach Building Department
can help you investigate these measures. Grant
funding may be available to help pay for
mitigation projects. Contact the City for this
assistance.

Storm Drains and Beaches

Help the City protect you from flooding by
making sure storm drains are free of
obstructions that cause stormwater to back up.
Remember, Long Beach is on an island, so
everything that gets into a storm drain goes out
to sea, and then the tide brings it back again.
Please don’t dump into storm drains.

The beach is our City’s number one economic
resource. Beaches and dunes are natural flood
protection buffers that help absorb the impacts
of storm surge and high tides. While enjoying
this resource, let’'s make sure it remains a viable
means to protect us. Please adhere to all signage
and regulation regarding beach use and access.

Steps You Can Take to Prepare:

v

Establish a personal emergency plan and make
sure all members of your household are familiar
with it. Plan for your pets; many Red Cross shelters
will not allow animals. Learn about flooding
patterns in your neighborhood in order to plan
an evacuation route.

Be ready to evacuate af least 18 hours before a
storm with predicted flooding is expected. Pre-
storm tides and flooding can cut off routes of
escape.

Make sure your vehicle has a full tank of gas.
Prepare an emergency supply kit that includes
an adequate supply of water, non-perishable
foods, special diet foods, a manual can opener,
a battery operated radio, flashlights and a fresh
supply of baftteries.

Prepare a first aid kit, and be sure to include a 1-
to 2-week supply of your prescription
medications.

Prepare your property. If you have to evacuate,
cut off all electrical circuits at the main. Shut off
the water service and gas valves at each
appliance. If possible, move appliances and
furniture to a higher level. Secure outdoor
furniture and structures so that they don'’t
become deadly missiles in hurricane winds.
Secure boats and floats with additional lines.
Lock the doors to your home or business.

Build Responsibly!

Did you know that the City of Long Beach has a
flood damage prevention ordinance? Under that
law, any development or substantial improvement in
the city requires a floodplain development permit.
This is an effective tool that allows the City to control
flood risk by making sure that new development and
substantial improvement to existing development
include measures to protect against the impacts of
flooding.

To learn more about these tools, contact the Building
Department at 431-1000, ext. 1005.
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